Pseudo-Hirschsprung's disease with rectal hypoganglionosis: an autopsied case of circulatory failure due to severe constipation.
We report a 21-year-old female patient who suddenly died of circulatory failure due to pressure from megacolon allied with pseudo-Hirschsprung's disease. Since 3 years before her death, she had exhibited the feeling of abdominal distention, which was diagnosed as constipation. However, her constipation did not respond well to the prescribed oral administration of laxatives and enemas. She was found dead at home in the morning, lying on her back. An autopsy revealed a decreased number of ganglion cells in the rectum, suggesting hypoganglionosis. In cases of intractable chronic constipation, careful investigation of the cause of such symptoms is important.